 A NOTE ON EDUCATIOAL FORWARDNESS OF SO CALLED OBC 

 Study of available will data shows that students belonging to so call backward classes are performing equivalent to even better than general/ open category students. This reflects the fact that the existing list of backward classes ( Socially and Educationally Backward Classes, SEBC) is purely politically motivated and it has nothing to do with the educational backwardness of these castes. 

A look at the data produced by a Supreme Court Judgment on 16.11.1992 on the Indra Sawhney Vs. Union of India ((1992 Supreme Court Cases (L&S) Supp 1, para 408 will easily prove the falsehood that the OBCs are actually educationally backward. The cut off marks at entrance level in various courses are almost similar for Open category and Backward Classes.
SELECTION TO PROFESSIONAL COURSES AT ANNA UNIVERSITY: CUT-OFF LEVEL

	Courses of  study


	Open competition 
	Backward Class

	Engineering Course (Anna University)
	
	

	Computer Science
	97.98%
	96.58%

	Electronics
	97.74%
	96.58%

	Electrical
	95.84%
	95.42%

	Mechanical Engg. Medical Course (University of Madras)
	95.78%
	94.10%

	M.B.B.S. Agricultural Course (Agricultural University, Coimbatore)
	95.22%
	93.18%

	B.Sc. Agri. Veterinary (Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Science University)
	92.66%
	91.96%

	BVSc.
	94.90%
	93.48%

	BFSc.
	96.96%
	95.58%



(1992 Supreme Court Cases (L&S) Supp 1, para 408)
Fake backwardness: Who needs reservation?

In Tamil Nadu, there is reservation of seats for 69% of seats as follows:

Backward Classes (BC)



30%

Most Backward Classes (MBC)


20%

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes

19%

Total reservation



69%
Only 31% seats are for Open Category (OC). Even in this category, more than 90% seats are cornered away by students from BC/MBC/SC.
 Look at the three sets of data from Tamilnadu, published in newspapers/books
(i) In 2005 MBBS admission in Tamil Nadu, the cut-off in open competition was 294.83 marks while for Backward Classes it was 294.59 (the difference was a mere 0.24 marks out of 300 or 0.08 per cent). For Most Backward Classes, the cut off was 292.50. Over and above that, BC, MBC and SC students cornered 374 of the 433 seats in the open category.(Annexure I)

(ii) According to a report in The Hindu (August 23, 2004), .(Annexure II)

(iii) Admissions to the 12 government medical colleges in Tamil Nadu were: Total 1224; SC - 231; BC+MBC - 952 and Forward Category - 28. In the open competition, only 31 in the FC ( Forward Category) qualified but the numbers for the others were BC - 315, MBC - 45 and SC - 5. 
(iv) The lowest marks under various categories were: FC - 295.74; BC- 294.26; MBC - 292.13; and SC - 287.50.  
(v) The first 14 ranks went to BC/MBC.

(vi) In the top 400 rank holders, only 31 are from FC( Forward Category) .
From the horse’s mouth

The Oversight Committee on the Implementation  of the new reservation policy in higher educational institutions ( Moily Committee) is a tell-tale document showing educational forwardness of so called backwards. Annexure X of the Report,( Reproduced hare as Annexure III) describes the educational advancement of Backward Students in Southern States. This document clearly shows that OBCs are taking away the large proportion of seats even in Open Category and are nowhere educationally backward .Let us have look at some of the figures from the report:

(i) In Andhra Pradesh, there is 25% reservation for Backward Classes. Now look at the proportion of Backward Classes Students selected in the various disciplines of engineering courses from years 2002 to 2005 as depicted in the following table. 

	Batch 
	BC students as % of Total

	2002-06
	35.76

	2003-07
	36.08

	2004-04
	34.19

	2005-09
	35.11

	2006-10
	44.51



(Report of the Oversight Committee on the Implementation of the new reservation policy in higher educational institutions, Annexure X, pg. 332, Table 1.)
(ii) In Karnataka again the performance of backward students dispels the myth about backwardness  of the dominant castes.  Performance of the OBC students vis-à-vis the General Category students in the same report  is reproduced here:
Comparison of Performance of General category students and OBC students (Report of the Oversight Committee on the Implementation of the new reservation policy in higher educational institutions, Annexure X, Pg. 342, table 2)

	Batch
	% Pass General category
	% Pass OBC students

	1998-2002
	66.09
	93.01

	1999-2003
	94.77
	95.82

	2000-2004
	89.65
	97.00

	2000-2005
	88.20
	97.40


There is another table dealing with performance of OBCs and General category:

	Batch
	General Category

	OBC students

	
	% of First Classes with Distinction
	% of First Classes
	% of First Classes with Distinction
	% of First Classes

	1998-2002
	34.22
	29.70
	42.38
	41.59

	1999-2003

	48.55
	41.56

	37.70
	43.49


	2000-2004
	40.29
	40.56
	41.48
	42.96

	2001-2005
	38.87
	38.58
	38.86
	43.79


( Report of the Oversight Committee on the Implementation of the new reservation policy in higher educational institutions, Annexure X, Pg. 343, Table 3)
(iii) In Kerala also similar trend is noticed. Ezahavas are considered backward in Kerala and are entitled for 9% reservations. But now look at there share in admissions in various professional colleges through entrance examinations (Engineering and Medical) 

	Year 
	Ezhava through reservation
	Ezhava through Merit 

	2002E
	6.87
	8.75

	2002M
	7.45
	9.20

	2003E
	6. 51
	10.59

	2003M
	7.23
	9.99

	2004E
	4.58
	12.44

	2004M
	6.98
	10.33

	2005E
	4.89
	11.46

	2005M
	7.94
	8.26



Report of the Oversight Committee on the Implementation of the new reservation policy in higher educational institutions, Annexure X, Pg. 367. Similarly, the OBCs ( or the SEBC) are entitled for 25% of reservations, but the make up to 52.44% of admitted strength.

This is not a southern phenomenon only.

This is the admission data of admission in KGMC, Medical College Lucknow ,U.P, through . Combined Pre Medical Test 2006:(Annexure IV)
 The distribution of seats

Total: 


146
General


73 (50%)

OBC


40(27%)

Now look at the final allotment: 

General Category
49 

OBC


64
The UP Combined Pre-Medical Tests result of 2006 proved that the OBCs are not educationally backward as more than a third of the 36 students in the merit list are OBC candidates. With 13 names in the top-36 list, OBC candidates also got ranks of third, fourth, sixth and eight in the top-10 slot. (Annexure V)
Clearly, these data show that the so called backward students are not backward at all. They occupy up to 90% of seats in open quota and their cut-off marks are equivalent to general category. It also implies that the list of so called OBCs include well advanced, politically dominant caste groups. This also reflects on a serious need for the review of whole reservation policy, as was observed by the Hon’ble supreme Court: 
(29)……………….But all the same the Government should not proceed on the basis that once a class is considered as a backward class it should continue to be backward class for all times. Such an approach would defeat the very purpose of the reservation because once a class reaches a stage of progress which some modern writers call as take off stage then competition is necessary for their future progress. The Government should always keep under review the question of reservation of seats and only the classes which are really socially and educationally backward should be allowed to have the benefit of reservation. Reservation of seats should not be allowed to become a vested interest. The fact that candidates of backward classes have secured about 50% of the seats in the general pool does show that the time has come for a de novo comprehensive examination of the question……….( Minor A. Peeriakaruppan, Sobha Joseph Vs State of Tamil Nadu and Others (1971-(001)-SCC-0038-SC) 
The Court’s observation becomes even more important that this observation was made more than 35 years back ! 
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