The chronology of major events regarding national education system
· The original Article 45 of the Constitution incorporated the duty of the state to provide free and compulsory education to all children up to the age of 14 by 1960, as a Directive Principle.

· The Education Commission (1964-66) recommended a Common School System of Public Education (CSS) as the basis of building up the National System of Education with a view to “bring the different social classes and groups together and thus promote the emergence of an egalitarian and integrated society.” The Commission warned that “instead of doing so, education itself is tending to increase social segregation and to perpetuate and widen class distinctions.”

· Resolution on National Policy on Education was formally issued by the Government of India on July 24, 1966. The first principle to guide the development of education was “Free and Compulsory education for all children up to the age of 14 should be provided by the earliest possible date and suitable programme should be developed to reduce the prevailing wastage and stagnation in schools.”

· A draft National Policy on Education was prepared in 1979 which was passed in 1985 and first implemented in 1986. The resolution in the document again says- “Strenuous efforts should be made for the early fulfilment of the Directive Principle under Article 45 of the Constitution seeking to provide free and compulsory education for all children up to the age of 14. Suitable programmes should be developed to reduce the prevailing wastages and stagnation in schools and to ensure that every child who is enrolled in schools successfully completes the prescribed course.”
· A review committee of the National Policy on Education, 1986, gave recommendation on the shortcomings of the implementation highlighting inequality among the caste and gender. The report says “The first step in securing equity and social justice in education is the building up of a Common School System. Specific actions required in this context are the following- Provision of significantly increased outlay for elementary (particularly primary) education ….-Phased implementation of the Common School System within a ten year timeframe; and essential minimum legislation, particularly to dispense with early selection process, tuition fee, capitation fee etc.” It noted that the funds provided for education were insufficient for past 25 years. 

· Modifications were made to the National Policy on Education in 1992 to incorporate some of the recommendations of the review committees of the NPE.

· However, a subsequent review committee on NPE noted this “Unless the Government and local body schools are upgraded through infrastructural and academic inputs the common school system cannot become a reality and the present division of the country between those who have access to the few privileged schools and those who gain admission in the poor quality schools will persist. Educational policies, including the NPE, 1986 take a stance in favour of the majority but there is little evidence that action has been taken in keeping with these intentions.” The committee gave two main reasons for the Common School System not taking off: “(i) economic and social disparities; and (ii) lack of political will. The Education System has an indirect role to play in the former and no role in the latter.” The Education Commission (1964-66) had advised “Neighbourhood School Plan as a step towards eliminating the segregation between schools for the poor and those for the rich” but the NPE “does not specifically mention the Neighbourhood School.”

· Article 21A:- It was only in 2002 that the right to free and compulsory education for children age 6-14 was given the fundamental right status, in the 86th Amendment of the constitution, after the famous verdict by Supreme Court in the Unni Krishnan case. However, the amendment failed to provide the right to the 16 crore children from age 0-6, merely substituting Article 45 with the following Directive Principle: "The State shall endeavour to provide early childhood care and education for all children until they complete the age of six years." As a consequence, what had been declared a fundamental right by the Supreme Court in Unni Krishnan was demoted to the status of a Directive Principle.

· The Constitution 93rd amendment act, 2005, introduced clause (5) into the Article 15 of the Constitution which reads - "(5) Nothing in this article or in sub-clause (g) of clause (1) of article 19 shall prevent the State from making any special provision, by law, for the advancement of any socially and educationally backward classes of citizens or for the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes in so far as such special provisions relate to their admission to educational institutions including private educational institutions, whether aided or unaided by the State, other than the minority educational institutions referred to in clause (1) of article 30." This widened the scope of the Amendment Act to specifically include the term "admission to educational institutions" but the term "educational institutions" has been left undefined anywhere in the Constitution. The term "educational institutions" could be interpreted by the current or any future government to include all schools from nursery schools upwards and could also include institutions like NIITs, and others offering specialised training. This enabled the current government to include 50% reservation in higher education can could tempt in future to include reservation in all private, unaided primary schools also and abdicate its own responsibility of providing quality primary education for all children.

PAGE  
2
www.youthforequality.com


